Religious Freedom Report

Slovenia
Stable / Unchanged

Religion
Christians : 85.6%
Agnostics : 9.4%
Atheists : 2.5%
Muslims : 2.4%
Others : 0.1%

Population
2,069,000

Area
20,273 Km2

Legal framework on freedom of religion and actual
application
Following the country’s secession from the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, newly independent Slovenia
adopted a con-stitution in 1991 that upholds freedom of reli-gion and the separation of Church and state.[1]
In 2007 Slovenia’s Parliament passed the Religious Freedom Act.[2] Article 4 of the Act proclaims the neutrality of the
state in matters of religion. Article 5 defines churches and religious communities as “organisations of general benefit”, and
article 29 stipulates that the state may give material support to religious communities because of the “general benefit”
they provide. Article 13 states that in order to be registered, a religious community must have been operating in Slovenia
for at least 10 years and must have at least 100 adult members.
According to the Office for Religious Communities, there are 43 registered religious communities in Slovenia.[3] These
include the Roman Catholic Church, several Protestant Churches, the Orthodox Church, as well as various groups of
Muslims, Baha’is, Buddhists, and Hindus. Jehovah’s Witnesses and Scientologists are also registered. More than threequarters of the registered religious communities may be regarded as new religious movements (NRMs), and there are still
others not formally registered as religious communities, but as associations. Overall, research into new religious and
spiritual movements in Slovenia estimate that 70 to 100 NRMs operate there.[4]
The Roman Catholic Church is by far the largest religious organisation, making up about three-quarters of Slovene
citizens. The country is divided into six dioceses, including the two archdioceses of Ljubljana and Maribor. The Slovenian
Bishops’ Conference was founded in 1993. Slovenia signed an agreement with the Holy See in 2001 regulating specific
issues between the state and the Catholic Church.[5] Currently, there are 785 parishes in Slovenia, headed by some
1,050 priests and 11 bishops.[6] The Church owns more than 2,900 churches and chapels. About 80 percent of the
country’s heritage buildings are owned by the Catholic Church. By 2011, the authorities had settled 99 percent of the

1,191 Catholic denationalisation claims for properties nationalised after World War II.[7]
The number of Catholics in Slovenia is in decline, according to the 2015 report of the Slovenian Catholic Church. The
latter also shows a drop in the number of priests and church weddings in the country.[8]
Of the remaining religious communities, the two largest are the Orthodox (2 percent) and the Muslims (2 percent). The
Orthodox are primarily Serbs; Muslims are largely Bosnians and Kosovo Albanians.[9]
In 2017 Slovenia celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. Although a predominantly Catholic
country, Slovenia celebrates Reformation Day as a national holiday because, Primož Trubar, a Protestant
clergyman, authored the first books in the Slovenian language. This date is officially considered as the birth of
vernacular literature in Slovenia. [10]

Incidents
In March 2016, unknown persons vandalised the Cathedral of St Nicholas in the capital Ljubljana with graffiti. The words
“Church get out of my womb” were spray-painted on the wall of a church.[11]
On 15th June 2016, St Daniel’s Catholic Church in Celje was defaced with satanic words and symbols. Similarly
vandalised were the Bishop’s residence and a historic column on which stands a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The
local police investigated the crime.[12]
On two separate occasions in 2016, pigs’ heads were left at the site of a mosque under construction in Ljubljana.[13]
On 3rd January 2017, vandals desecrated the Catholic chapel on Šmarna gora (St Mary), a hill overlooking
Ljubljana. They defaced the building with graffiti written in Arabic. The vandalism was strongly condemned by the
Catholic Church as well as the Islamic community in Slovenia.[14]

Prospects for freedom of religion
Over the past decade, Slovenes have tended to follow the religious trends present in Western European countries.
Although Catholicism remains the dominant religion, both attendance at Mass and religious vocations are in decline.
Slovenian society has become increasingly secular, with divorce, abortion, euthanasia, and gender equality accepted as
commonplace.
Religiosity among the young has decreased substantially in recent years. That said, the proportion of young adult
Slovenes identifying themselves as Catholics remains quite high compared to those of other EU countries; research
indicates that only 13 percent of them never attend Sunday Mass.[15]
Violations of religious freedom are rarely a problem in Slovenia; the erosion of traditional thinking among contemporary
Slovenes may pose the greater threat to the vitality of religion in this country. The three main Christian groups –
Catholics, Orthodox and Lutherans – look set to continue to face the problem of growing secularisation in the coming
years and decades.
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